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Making plans

home that you have
adear plan arvision
of what you ace fry-
ing o achieve. You
need to be think-
ifg about the inte-
rior design at the planning stage. The "finishing
touches” need to be considered before anything
leamd “Finishing Touches" is actually a con-
temm, because although they only become
visibile at the end, the electrics, mechan-
i space, functionality and flow of a
reorm Peed o be in planped from the beginning in
efer to achleve said “finishing touches”,

« Ome of the most important issuwes to consider &
iJhting s it helps 1o set the atmosphene of a roorh
and define fts purpase. [t also provides an oppor-
tilnity to highlight features you want to enjoy and
cimoufiage any flaws. Some questions to con-
skler when Incorporating your lighting into your
onstruction drawings ane as follows. What is the
job of the raom, does it change during the day?
For example an open plan kitchen / dining | living
area o office / living room need 1o have a flex-
ible lighting plan that can altemate between an
efficient working light to a cosy mood enhanding
refaxed fighting scheme. Are there different cell-
ing heights, surfaces, anchitectural features such
as exposed beams or a wallpapered wall? What
stylie are you trying %o emulate dassic, modemn /

, Tustic or otherwise?

(rther finishing toughes™ that can 1o be con-
sidered at planning stage include fumiture place-
mend, it is impartant
that thera is a flow
10 2 room particulany
In modern open plan
living where mult-
ple activities may be
taking place at the
same time.  Fumi-
ture can also-be wsed
to divide the space
within & room and it
s eritical to consider
and plan for clever
SIDTaQR SPAcE ESpe- )

cially in an apen plan
ream. Home ertertainment has-become very pog-

ular particulary In the cument econamic dimate so
setting up for speakers, broadband etc. can mean

that-at the flick of a switch your living room can
be transformed into a suround sound, balanced
stereo cnema.

There are also mamy modem corveniences that
can be incorporated Into your new hame or exten-
sion with a litfe planning Bke a central vacuum
system, imtelfigent heating controls mean that you
can optimise your heating bills, remate switching
allowss you to tum on your oven | lights before you
arrive home. As always, if you require any further
informiation on any anchitectural or planning is-
sues, please do not hesttate to condact me on

chitects.ie or 086 8355266.

| would like to take this epportunity to remind
you that the RIAI & the Siman Communities of ire-
land have again joined forces for the annual fun-
draising initiative “Siman Open Door™ - whereby
participating RlA} Members around Ireland will
open their offices on Saturday Tth and Sunday 8th
Maiy, 40 give members of the public an hour's con-
sultation with an Architect in retum for a donation
1o Simon of €50, For further information simply

g o to ttp:iwswsimonopendoor el




