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Mayo architects open doors for homeless

SINE RYAN
SIX Mayo architect practises
have this year signed up to the
worthy Simon Communities of
Ireland Open Door initiative.
The innovative drive, now inits
sixth year, has already raised
over €200,000 for the Simon
Community, which supports
homeless people throughout
the country in a number of
ways.

Simon Open Door s a unigue
fundraising event where archi-
tects from all over Ireland pro-
vide house-design advice to
members of the publicin return
for a €50 donation to the Simon
Communities of Ireland. The
collaboration is a partnership
between the Royal Institute of
Architects of Ireland and the
Simon Communities of fre-
land,

The Simon Communities of
Ireland help homeless people
to find homes of their own. The
organisation also provides sup-
ports toenable people to remain
intheir homes while addressing
ongoing challenges.

Speaking to The Mayo News,
Ms Finola Reilly, an architect
with participating Westport
practise, Cox Power, observed
that Galway Simon Community
is very appreciative of the ini-
tiative,

“Marlene O'Connor, the CEOQ
of Galway Simon Community
told me that this branchof Simon
has been in existence for 30
years supporting people in the
west of [reland. She said that
while homelessness is more vis-
ible in city areas, there is also a
hidden rural homelessness
which is most evident in very
inappropriate accommodation
and involuntary sharing,” Ms
Reilly said.

Ms Reilly explained that the
projectinvites anyone planning
to construct, improve orextend
their homes to have an hour-
long consultation with an archi-
tect. Inadvance of the consulta-
tion, participants are advised to
gather as much information as
possible on the house or site in
question. For instance, an ordi-
nance survey map will allow
the architect to advise on sun-

light and orientation, which can
achieve significant energy sav-
ings as well as improve the
enjoyment of the home. Plan-
ning documents and survey
drawings, if they exist, are also
helpful, as are photographs of
the house and site in question.

The closing date for participa-
tion is Friday neat, April 23, with
the initiative scheduled for Sat-
urday and Sunday, April 24 and
25, Interested members of the
public are advised to sign up at
their earliest convenience. Fur-
ther information, visit www
simonopendoor.ie/booking. Co
Mayo architects include Cox
Power Architects, Westport,
Axo Architects, Castlebar;
McGann Scahill Architects,
Westport; Mark Stephens, Fox-
ford; Grady Carr, Westport &
Simon ] Kelly & Partners, West-
port.




