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ARCHITECTURAL ‘BUZZ WORDS’ FOR SIMON OPEN DOOR 2010

Acceptable Details: List of materials and construction methods, available from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, and if used for domestic construction are deemed to comply with the Building Regulations.
Accessibility: Proper /adequate access to, within and from buildings, for persons with disabilities.
Air Tightness: The fitting of a membrane to the external walls of a building during construction to reduce air movement to a specific standard defined by the Building Regulations.
BER Domestic: Method of assessing the energy performance of a dwelling before or after construction.
Building Regulations: The National Building Regulations were introduced in 1992 covering aspects of construction. 

Conservation Area: An area of urban or rural land designated as being of special architectural or historical significance and protected by legislation to control development.
Development Plan: A proposal prepared by a local authority in the form of written documents, maps and diagrams relating to housing, schools, industry, shipping, and roads.
Exempted Development: Categories of building defined in the planning act and regulations that are exempt from the requirement of obtaining planning permission.
External Insulation: Insulation material fixed to the outside walls of buildings to improve insulation performance.
Flood Plains: Areas of land that is likely to flood. 
Future Proofing: designing buildings to accommodate change requirements during the lifetime of a building.
Geothermal Energy: heat stored naturally in underground rock formations, utilized as a heating source for buildings by drilling deep boreholes.
Double and Triple Glazing: sealed two or three sheets of glass with vacuum cavity between each sheet to provide improved thermal performance over single glazing.
Grey Water: waste water saved after domestic use, which can be reused in toilet cisterns.
Architect’s Opinions on Compliance: Documents supplied by an RIAI Member confirming the building is in compliance with planning permission and building regulations for the purpose of conveying a property.
Outline Planning Permission: A decision by a planning authority to grant permission in principle for an application, however it cannot be constructed until a full permission is applied for and granted.
Part L: The part of the Building Regulations dealing with energy and energy conservation.
Part M: The part of the Building Regulations dealing with accessibility to, from, and within buildings.
Passive House: A house designed and constructed to utilise the free energy from the sun, airtight, heated by solar gain, people and appliances. Minimum heating dependence on heating appliances.
Party Walls: Party walls separated one building from another; most buildings will have two party walls, i.e. two neighbours
Photo Voltaic Panels: Collection panels fitted to buildings to capture the rays of the sun to generate energy.
Protected Structure: A structure that a planning authority considers to be of special interest from an architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical point of view.
Registration of Title of Architect: The building control act 2007 established a register for architects, only those listed on the register may describe themselves as an architect. 
SEI Grants: Grants from Sustainable Energy Ireland to assist in energy saving upgrades of dwellings.
Septic Tank: a device for treating sewage where access to the public sewers is not possible.
Solar Panels: a device containing solar cells for converting radiant energy from the sun into electricity.
Sustainability - Sustainable development is defined as that which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 
Water Attenuation: specifically designed holding areas for rain water storage which the public drainage system cannot accommodate.
Water Conservation: Methods of reducing water usage by harvesting rain water or reducing the volume of water use in buildings by mechanical means.
Wood Pellets: Manufactured wood pellets for use as fuel in wood burning stoves and boiler for central heating.
